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SUBJECT: NORTH KOREANS CONTINUE PROBES TO ESTABLISH 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 

REF: A) ATHENS 5679 B) 75 ATHENS 8171 

1 . BILLING THEMSELVES AS REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NORTH KOREAN 
LABOR PARTY, A THREE-MAN DELEGATION FROM THE NORTH KOREAN 
EMBASSY IN BUCHAREST, LED BY AMBASSADOR PAK-YUG-GOUK (PHONETIC), 
VISITED GREECE DECEMBER 17-24. THE NORTH KOREANS SPENT MUCH 

OF THEIR TIME IN MEETINGS WITH GREEK OPPOSITION FIGURES 
(EXCEPT FOR THE MOSCOW-ORIENTED COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE 
EXTERIOR) BUT WERE REFUSED AN APPOINTMENT THEY REQUESTED AT 
THE MFA. APPARENTLY THEY TOLD THOSE WITH WHOM THEY MET 
(UNION OF THE DEMOCRATIC LEFT, THE PANHELLENIC SOCIALIST 
MOVEMENT, THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE INTERIOR, AND THE UNION 
OF THE DEMOCRATIC CENTER) OF THEIR UNDERSTANDING FOR THE 
GREEK SIDE ON THE CYPRUS QUESTION AND THE AEGEAN DISPUTE 
AND OF THEIR HOPE TO OPEN DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH 
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GREECE. IN REPLY THEY HEARD PLEDGES OF SUPPORT FOR THE 
UNIFICATION OF THE KOREAN PENINSULA AND THE INTENT OF 
THE OPPOSITION TO PRESS IN PARLIAMENT FOR INSTITUTING 
DIPLOMATIC TIES. 

2. A SOURCE AT THE ROK EMBASSY TOLD US THAT THE NORTH 
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KOREANS HAD INITIALLY APPLIED TO THE GOG FOR VISAS 
SOME WEEKS AGO AND HAD BEEN REFUSED. THEN PASOK LEADER 
ANDREAS PAPANDREOU INTERJECTED HIMSELF AND PERSONALLY 
INVITED THEM TO VISIT. WHEN AMBASSADOR PAK AND HIS 
COLLEAGUES ARRIVED AT THE ATHENS AIRPORT WITHOUT VISAS, 
THE GOG AGREED, AS THEY HAD ON A PREVIOUS OCCASION 
(REFTEL A), TO PERMIT "SPECIAL ENTRY" TO CIRCUMVENT A 
NEEDLESS CLASH WITH THE FIERY OPPOSITION 
LEADER. HOWEVER, THE GOG REFUSED A REQUEST FOR THE 
NORTH KOREANS TO MEET WITH DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER 
STAVROPOULOS. PAPANDREOU HOSTED A RECEPTION FOR HIS 
GUESTS AND, IN TURN, WAS INVITED TO VISIT NORTH KOREA. 
COMMENT: THIS VISIT APPEARS TO BE ANOTHER PROBE BY THE 
NORTH KOREANS TO TEST THE TEMPERATURE ... SO FAR THEY 
HAVE FOUND IT RATHER CHILLY. WHEN SOUTH KOREAN 
AMBASSADOR CHAE MADE A DEMARCHE TO STAVROPOULOS, 
ACCORDING TO OUR SOURCE, HE WAS TOLD BY THE DEPUTY 
FOREIGN MINISTER "NOT TO WORRY" AND WAS REASSURED THAT 
GREECE HAD NO INTENTION OF ESTABLISHING RELATIONS WITH 
NORTH KOREA. HOWEVER, THE EXPECTATION HERE IS THAT THERE 
WILL BE FUTURE MISSIONS TO TEST THE GOG'S TENACITY. 
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